Discourse markers: a definition £ General purpose definition (Andersen, 2001) ¤ "A class of short, recurrent linguistic items that generally have little lexical import but serve significant pragmatic functions in conversation" ¤ actually, and, but, I mean, kind of, like, now, really, so, therefore, well, you know 
£

Examples
The discourse marker well
Function of well as a DM ¢ "signals that the context created by an utterance may not be the most relevant one for the interpretation of the next utterance" (Jucker, 1993: 450) .
Examples of DM uses
¢ A: Is the rising pitch a feature, or is it gonna be in the same file? B: Well, the rising pitch will never be hand-annotated. ¢ So they'll say, well, these are the things I want to do. (Shriberg et al., 2004) Participants to the ICSI-MR meetings 
Most of the data is produced by only a few speakers 7 most frequent ones > 40,000 words each (64% of the data) 10 least frequent ones < 1,000 words each (0.6% of the data)
Unbalanced contributions to the corpus (in words) (Krippendorff, 1980; Carletta et al. 1997) factors out the probability of agreement by chance annotations available online at: http://www.issco.unige.ch/ projects/im2/mdm/data/discourse-markers 2 duration of the DM-candidate, duration of the pause before it and after it 
